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PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY 
This digest is a summary of rules adopted by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission under author-
ity of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 64, Subchapter C for the taking of migratory game 
birds. Federal regulations related to migratory game birds are located in Title 50, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part․ 20. For more information on federal regulations, contact Special Agent-in-Charge, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), P.O. Box 329, Albuquerque, NM 87103, (505) 248-7889. 
Consult the 2009-2010 Texas Parks and Wildlife Outdoor Annual for additional information on hunting 
in Texas. The Texas Waterfowl Digest is published annually by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 
Smith School Road, Austin, TX 78744. The inclusion of advertising is considered a service to readers and 
is not an endorsement of products nor concurrence with advertising claims. Copyright © 2009 by the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department. No part of the contents of this magazine may be reproduced by any means 
without the permission of Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine. 

REPORT BIRD BANDS Call (800) 327-BAND; www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbl/bblretrv/webrec.cfm 

MAKE HUNGER YOUR NEXT TARGET! Support Hunters for the Hungry program. For more
information, call (800) 992-9767. 

STOP POACHING! For 24-hour reporting of violations, call: (800) 792-GAME.
 
For additional information on hunting and fishing regulations or other subjects related to
 

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, call our toll-free number: (800) 792-1112, menu 5
 

ON THE COVER: The 2009 Texas Migratory Game Bird 
Stamp Print. Each year TPWD publishes a set of collector 
stamps featuring artwork from some of the finest wildlife 
and sporting artists. These special edition stamps are 
available for purchase as a set of six stamps, a print, or a 
set containing both stamp and print. The sale of Texas 
duck stamps and duck stamp art has contributed millions 
of dollars to benefit ducks, geese and many other wildlife 
species that thrive in wetlands. 
www.collectorscovey.com/texaswaterfowl.html 

Cover illustration ‣ Scot Storm/Collectors Covey 
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NORMAL SOIL­STABILIZATION 
PRACTICE: A planting for agricultural 
soil erosion control or post-mining 
land reclamation conducted in accor-
dance with official recommendations 
of State Extension Specialists of the 
Cooperative Extension Service of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

PERSONAL RESIDENCE (PERSONAL 
ABODE): One’s principal or ordinary 
home or dwelling place. The term does 
not include a temporary or transient 
place of residence or dwelling such as a 
hunting club, or any club house, 
cabin, tent, or trailer house used as a 
hunting club, or any hotel, motel, or 
rooming house used during a hunting, 
pleasure, or business trip. 

POSSESSION LIMIT: The maximum 
number of a species of migratory game 
bird that may be lawfully possessed at 
one time. 

RESIDENT: A person who has lived in 
Texas for more than six months imme-
diately before applying for a license and 
members of the United States Armed 
Forces (and their dependents) on active 
duty anywhere. For information on 
proof of residency, go to the TPWD Web 
site, www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications 
/annual/general/licenses. 

NON­RESIDENT: Any person who is not 
a resident. 

OPEN SEASON: The period of time 
when it is lawful to take, kill, or pur-
sue, or attempt to take or kill migra-
tory game birds. 

SINKBOX: A low floating device 
concealing a person below the surface 
of the water. 

WATERFOWL: Ducks (including teal), 
geese, mergansers and coots. 
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GENERAL RULES
 

LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 
All migratory game bird hunters must 
have a valid hunting license. Non-resi-
dents under 17 years of age are designated 
as residents and may hunt with a resident 
license. Hunters 17 years of age or older 
must have a driver’s license or personal 
identification certificate (issued by the 
Department of Public Safety) on their 
person while hunting. Non-residents 
must have similar documents issued by the 
agency in the state or country of which the 
person is a resident that is authorized to 
issue driver’s licenses or personal identifi-
cation certificates. 

PUBLIC HUNTING 
Waterfowl hunters utilizing public water 
are encouraged to contact a local TPWD 
Law Enforcement office or reservoir con-
trolling authority for information on 
rules or permit requirements before 
hunting. On public hunting lands owned, 
administered, or lease by the state, a per-
son is required to possess a valid hunting 
license and Annual Public Hunting 
Permit to hunt migratory game birds. 
Licensed supervised youth under the age 
of 17 may hunt free of charge on these 
lands. Check the TPWD 2008­2009 Public 
Hunting Lands Map Booklet and Dove Supplement 
available at all TPWD offices for more 
information or 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/. 

STAMP ENDORSEMENT REQUIREMENTS 
A person 17 years of age or older must pos-
sess a state migratory game bird stamp 
endorsement receipt to hunt waterfowl in 
this state. Federal law also requires waterfowl 
hunters 16 years of age and older to have a 
Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and 
Conservation Stamp (commonly called a 
Duck Stamp; available at most post offices 
and TPWD offices). 

HARVEST INFORMATION PROGRAM 
REQUIREMENTS 
The Harvest Information Program (HIP) is a 
federally mandated program to improve 
information about the harvest of all migratory 
game birds. Anyone who purchases a hunting 
license or any migratory bird hunting stamp 
endorsements will be asked a few simple ques-
tions about their migratory bird hunting 

activities. For additional information, you 
may consult the TPWD OutdoorAnnual, 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us or call (512) 389-4505. 

FEES 
Licenses, permits and stamp endorsement 
receipts (or replacements if they are lost or 
stolen) are available at TPWD offices, many 
sporting goods stores, bait shops and other 
retailers, or by calling 1-800-TX-LIC-4-U. 

HUNTING HOURS 
One-half hour before sunrise to sunset, 
except dove during special white-winged 
dove area season, and Light Goose 
Conservation Order. 

SHIPPING 
When shipping migratory game birds the 
package must be marked with the name and 
address of the sender, the name and address 
of the persons to whom the birds are being 
shipped and the number of birds of each 
species contained in the package. 

WANTON WASTE 
A reasonable effort must be made to retrieve 
any killed or wounded birds and any wound-
ed bird retrieved must be immediately killed 
and made a part of the bag limit. 

After retention, the birds must be kept 
in an edible condition fit for human con-
sumption. 

No person may pursue a wounded wildlife 
resource across a propery line without the 
consent of the landowner of the property 
where the wildlife resource has fled. Under 
the trespass provisions of the Penal Code, a 
person on a property without the permission 
of the landowner is subject to arrest. 

DONATION OR GIFT 
A person may give, leave, receive or possess 
any species of legally taken migratory game 
birds, or parts of birds, that are protected by 
a bag or possession limit, if the birds are 
accompanied by a wildlife resource document 
(WRD) from the person who killed the birds. 
For example, a WRD is required if the birds 
are being transported by another person for 
the hunter, or if the birds have been left for 
cleaning, storage (including temporary stor-
age), shipment or taxidermy services. A WRD 
is not required of a person who lawfully killed 
the birds to possess the birds, or if the birds 
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